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On April 7 Gandhi accompanied by Mahadev Desai started for
Delhi and Amritsar. On reaching Mathura on the 8th Gandhi first
heard echoes about his probable arrest. Before the train had reached
Palwal, a way-side railway station in the Punjab, Gandhi was served
with a written order to the effect that he was prohibited from enter-
ing the boundary of the Punjab, as his presence there was "likely to
result in a disturbance of peace". He was asked by the police to get
down from the train. Gandhi refused to do so saying, "I want to go to
the Punjab in response to a pressing invitation, not to foment unrest
but to allay it."
At Palwal, on April i o, Gandhi was taken out of the train and put
under police custody. Shortly he was made to enter a third-class
carriage of a train coming from Delhi, a police party accompanying.
On reaching Mathura he was taken to the police barracks. Early at
four the next morning he was woke up and put in a goods train that
was going towards Bombay. At noon he was again made to get down
at Sawai Madhopur. Mr. Bowring, inspector of police, who arrived
by the mail train from Lahore, now took charge of Gandhi. He was
put in a first-class compartment and was requested by the officer to
return to Bombay and not to cross the frontier of the Punjab. Gandhi
said that he was not prepared of his own accord to go back to
Bombay. At Surat Gandhi was made over to the charge of another
police officer. "You are now free," the officer told him when the
train reached Bombay on April 11.
Gandhi's message, conveyed by Mahadev Desai, said: "It is a
matter of the highest satisfaction to me, as I hope to you, that I have
received an order from the Punjab Government not to enter that
province and another from the Delhi Government not to enter Delhi,
while an order of the Government of India has been served on me
immediately later which restricts me to Bombay. I had no hesitation
in saying to the officer, who served the order on me, that I was bound
in virtue of the pledge to disregard it, which I have done, and I shall
presently find myself a free man, my body being taken by them in
their custody. It was galling to me to remain free whilst the Rowlatt
legislation disfigured the statute book. My arrest makes me free. It
now remains for you to do your duty, which is clearly stated in the
satyagraha pledge. Follow it, and you will find it will be your Kama-
dhenu. I hope there will be no resentment about my arrest. I have
received what I was seeking, either withdrawal of the Rowlatt legisla-